MINUTES - FACULTY SENATE MEETING, MARCH 1, 1989
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Rufus G. Feller s
at 3:02 p.m.
I.

Approval of Minutes.

The minutes, distributed at the meeting, were approved.
Fellers explained that the committee nomination's list would be
acted on after the reports of officers with additional nominations from the floor to be made at that time or during the
meeting.
II.

Reports of Officers.

President James B. Holderman reported on the current status
of the budget, now out of the House Ways and Means Committee, as
it appears before the House.
1. Formula funding is in better shape now than it was one
year ago - 93.3 percent to 89 percent. This does include $17m
of non-recurring funds, basically for equipment, and we would
probably receive $4m-$5m as our share.
2. The Cutting Edge funding started out at $15m but has
been cut to $5m, our share would be about $2m. It is possible
we would be better off if this money were to be added to the
formula and deal with The Cutting Edge only in the accountability
phase.
3. Budget and Control Board began with a 3 percent base
reduction for all state agencies. Some agencies, including
higher education, were restored to base.
4. Desegregation funds had been dropped at one point but
$1m has been restored. CHE had requested $1.25m.
5. The situation on faculty raises is not satisfactory to
higher education. We are pushing our request for a continuing
8 percent raise with the Senate Finance Committee. Currently
the raise stands at 4 percent, 2 percent in July and 2 percent
in January with a cash bonus of $289 for those making less than
$20,000 and $129 for those over $20,000. We are hopeful the
8 percent raise will be in place when the budget comes out of
conference committee in late May or early June.
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Professor Datta {PHYS) asked if the 8 percent would be
sought for on~ year or for several years? Holderman said
he hoped to see it as a minimum from now on and to be distributed on merit basis.
Provost Arthur K. Smith said he had no report but would
receive questions.
Professor Aylward (FORL) had two questions.
1. Would promotion increments be separated from a salary
cap on raises?
2. Would the blackboards in Humanities Classroom Building
be cleaned again in a lifetime?
Smith responded to the questions in the order asked.
1. Promotion increments were funded outside the amount
provided the units for salary increases and he expected this
to continue. If the Budget and Control Board sets a cap and
an individual goes over that we will supply the necessary
justification. We have been successful in the past doing
this procedure.
2. He will then talk to Vice President Rinker about the
blackboard problem.
III.
A.

Reports of Committees.

Faculty Senate Steering Committee, Professor Silvernail,
Secretary:

Silvernail reviewed the procedure involved in developing
the list of nominees for up-coming vacancies on faculty committees.
He then presented the slate of nominees, submitted by Faculty
Steering Committee, committee by committee.
Additional nominees from the floor were Professor Wise
{PRSC) for Honorary Degrees and Professor Drane (PUBH) for
Savannah River Committee. Fellers noted nominations will
remain open until the meeting is adjourned.
Silvernail then presented the list of appointments to
committees made by the chairman in consultation with Faculty
Senate Steering Committee.
Professor Holst noted that Professor D. Hill should be
recognized as FORL and not ENGL.
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B.

Curricula and Courses Committee, Professor Kuiper,
Chair:

Kuiper moved ~a rt I. in sections. Each section of part I.
was accepted. She then moved part II. A.
Professor Mer cer (CHEM) questioned the wisdom of changing
the course number of ENGL 289 to ENGL 288 and then immediately
using number 289 for another course as this could cause confusion. Professor Castles (ENGL) noted the change would allow
Linguistics to use the number 290. No one responded to the
argument of potential confusion. This section was passed, as
distributed, with several negative votes.
Part II. B. and C. were moved. Professor Safko (PHYS)
pointed out the change would have two different courses with
the same number on transcripts. This did not appear to upset
the Faculty Senate as the sections were passed with one
dissenting nay.
C.

Grade Change Committee, Professor Pauluzzi, Committee
Member:

Pauluzzi moved acceptance of the committee report.
report was accepted as distributed.
D.

The

Faculty Advisory Committee, Professor Herr, Chair:

Herr noted the committee's suggestion to Chairman Fellers
for a-questionnaire to the faculty asking for volunteers to
serve on committees seemed to be a qualified success. Over one
hundred responses were received, but he hoped in the future, if
the device was used again, an even larger number would respond.
He reported that the committee had discussed the "treatment"
of administrators who hold academic appointments in departments/
colleges. It was noted that those persons are full faculty members of the unit and are even eligible to hold a seat on the
Faculty Senate.
E.

Admissions Committee, Professor Marshall, Chair:

Marshall explained that the committee report was a modified
one from the report presented at the February meeting which had
been returned to committee for changes. All of the relevant
material from p. U-8 of the Bulletin is reproduced with the
items to be dropped lined out and the wording to be added underlined. He then discussed the recommended changes.
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He changed item 4., last sentence from ••• one additional
unit of world history or international relations to ••• one additional unit of social studies.
Fellers asked for questions and for comments.
Professor Filasota (MATH) pointed out item #7 was not a
course or courses as are items #1-6.
Marshall agreed
intact.

to~

the number #7 but keep the statement

Filasota asked if computer science is considered as a lab
science. Marshall said in high school it is usually treated as
a mathematics course in their curriculum.
Filasota said he was concerned that we defined only sixteen
of the twenty units required for graduation.
Marshall responded that high school graduation requirements
vary from state to state and between public schools and private
schools. He also noted the Admissions Office would take the
best grades within the categories required if there were more than
the minimum number of courses "offered" on the applicant's
transcript.
Professor Brice (ENGR) asked that item #3 be changed,
editorially, to add "and engineering" to the list of prospectiv e
majors. Marshal.,----agreed to the addition.
Professor Mack (ARTS) asked if the meaning of item #5
included classical languages?
Marshall said "yes."
Mack objected to the elimination of world history as a
suggested additional unit in item #4. Marshall explained it
was not eliminated as it had never been required. Those that
are now listed as required are specifically listed by the South
Carolina State Department of Education: Mack wanted to know
if we could also require a unit of World History? Silvernail
pointed out we could require world regional geography and
Marshall added "other social studies" as well if we wanted.
No further action was taken on that matter.
Professor Coolidge (HIST) raised the question of who monitors
the required content of the subjects, i.e. English, where a strong
grammar and composition components are listed? Marshall responded the language is stipulated by the Commission on Higher Education and that the Admissions Office will monitor that aspect.
Professor Weasmer (GINT) pointed out that these are admission
requirements for freshman only and do not cover a transfer admission. Marshall indicated that there are various routes that can
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be taken for admission to the University, but the one under
consideration now is the freshman route. The committee will
look into other routes, if so requested.
Weasmer then initiated a discussion over the meaning of the
section on Assessment of Academic Records. The final result of
the give-and-take was to clarify the offending section by editorial change to add to the next to last sentence in the penultimate paragraph "andhigher examination scores and grades will
offset lower class rank."
Provost Smith pointed out the committee's recommendations
could not address all the special cases. Marshall agreed and
emphasized the value of the "exceptions clause." The report,
with the editorial changes, was accepted.
(See Attachment 1)
E.

University Safety Committee, Professor Conant, Chair:

Conant stated the committee will meet 7 March at 3:30 p.m.
He requested that faculty having concerns or ideas regarding
safety to let him know.
F.

Faculty Welfare Committee, Professor Becker, Chair:

Becker referred Faculty Senate to the handout of the committees report on the State Health Plan's financial problems.
(Attachment 2) Conventional wisdom seems to be that the Plan is
in bad health because it is too generous in its benefits and
premiums are not high enough. The report draws attention to
the fact that money has been withdrawn from the Plan's surplus
over a period of time to finance non-health based state problems.
He then moved the committee resolution.
Professor Estes (BADM) spoke in favor of the resolution and
pointed out that the lost interest on the withdrawn $33m would be
sizeable. While no one had a readily available interest figure,
it was agreed to add the editorial statement "plus accrued
interest" to the laSt sentence of the resolution. The resolution
was passed by a unanimous vote.
It will be sent to the Governor,
the Budget and Control Board, the Commission on Higher Education
a nd to the members of the Legislature.
G.

Athletic Advisory Committee, Professor Robinson, Chair:

Robinson reported on three items of committee activity.
1. Ticket distribution policy is being reviewed and
recommendations will be forthcoming.
2. Academic policies and the recruitment of athletes are
being reviewed.
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3. Committee participation in the selection process of the
new foo t ball coach was explained.
[ V.

Report of Secretary.
None.

V.

Unfinished Business.

Professor Sederberg (GINT) remarked that the title of the
Savannah River Laboratory Committee did not reflect the committee's
charge and asked if the title could be changed to Savannah River
Review Committee? Fellers ruled the committee name should be
the Savannah River Review Committee.
VI.

VII.

New Business.
None.
Good of the Order.
None.

Fellers then made a final call for nominations for committee
vacancies. Professor Kronenfeld (PUBH) was nominated for Faculty
Advisory Committee.
There were no additional nominations. Fellers noted a mail
ballot would be held for Faculty Advisory, Honorary Degrees, and
Savannah River Committees. All other nominees were declared
elected.
Professor Tucker (SOCY) announced the South Carolina Chapter
of AAUP would have its Spring meeting at Coastal Carolina on
18 March. Mr. Fred Sheheen will be the featured speaker. Also
speaking will be Mr. Steve Pinner from the national AAUP office
and The Honorable Budd Long, a senator from Horry County.
Fellers declared the meeting adjourned at 4:12 p.m.
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